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Expansion update 


By GENESIS GARCIA 
Correspondent 


“The number one thing that the 
staff and students want to see happen 
is the expansion of the Lawrence 
campus” said Lane Glenn, President 
of Northern Essex Community 
College. That statement being backed 
up by all the construction is being 
done in Lawrence for the new build- 
ings for NECC-Lawrence. Glenn not 
only wants to repair the Lawrence 
campus, he wants to help repair the 
Lawrence community. 

“It’s really reassuring that our 
President cares so much about our 
community” said student Edwin 
Santiago. Santiago is a student from 
Lawrence, who every day sees the 
struggles this city goes through to 
prosper through the stereotypes it has 
gained for the past couple years. 

With Glenn’s image of making 
Lawrence a college town, those 
stereotypes could slowly be put to 
rest. “Typically at a college town you 
have restaurants, bookstores, per- 
forming visual art space, you have 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Outside the headquarters for the 
United Nations in New York City 
among the taxi's and ruckus stands a 
statue of a gun. The muzzle is warped 
and twisted so that no more shots can 
be fired. 

This is a symbol for the organiza- 
tion formed in response to World War 
Il, which strives for world peace and 
equal rights for all. 

A group of Northern Essex 
students from the Contemporary 
Affairs Club were able to tour the 
headquarters on Feb 10. 

Upon entrance to the United 

‘Nations, a person technically 
isn't in the U.S.A any longer. 
The guide of the tour explained 
the United Nations has an agree- 
ment with them and the land 
actually belongs to them. 

She then led them into the 
General Assembly, a room where the 
magic happens and agreements 
between nations are solved. 

“I have a few questions to ask 
everyone,” she said, Little did 
she know that two college pro- 
fessors in history were currently 
in the audience. “How, many 


Pictured is the site of the former InTown Mall, where 


NECC’s newest building will be. 


culture,” says Glenn when ques- 
tioned about the benefits Lawrence is 
going to gain once all the construc- 
tion is complete. Glenn hopes to see 
a community more eager to learn and 
be helpful towards one another. 


nations are a part of the U.N?” 

“There are 193,” Stephen 
Russell, NECC history professor, 
said. 

“That is correct.” She smiled. 
“The latest addition to the United 
Nations was South Sudan added 
in July of last year. 

“Everyone ready for the next 
one? Okay, who are the permanent 
members of the United Nations?” 

Almost instantly, Andy Morse, 
also an NECC history professor 
raised his hand. 

“Yes, they're China, France, 
Russia, the United Kingdom and the 
United States” Morse said. 

“Wow, you guys are good,” she 
said. “Those nations not only get 
good seats, but they have the veto 
power. So all of the permanent mem- 
bers of United Nations have to agree 
or else the deal is off.” 

The guide then led the students 
down the hallway to an exhibit 
regarding nuclear weapons. There 
were objects from the bombing of 
Hiroshimo leading us out of the room 
down the hall, stopping at an exhibit 
regarding nuclear weapons. 

One of the missions of the United 
Nations is to stop the making and any 
use of nuclear weapons in the future 

“Now I want you guys to look at 


“(The) community benefits when 
people are better educated. They get 
better jobs. The prosperity of that 
community improves.” 
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Get ready 
| for summer 


By Bos HORAN 
Correspondent 


At the beginning of the New 
Year, many of us have overindulged a 
little too much and we resolve to get 
fit. 

We know intuitively that eating 
right and exercising are good for us. 
But, by now we may have lost our 
motivation, broken our resolutions, 
started eating junk food again and are 
spending more time on the sofa play- 
ing video games or watching TV. 

Sometimes life is very demand- 
ing. There is work, school or family 
pressures. 

That is life. It can be hard to 
make the time for exercise. We 
decrease our workouts and before 
long we are back to where we started 
on January first. I think all of us real- 
ize the physical, mental and spiritual 
benefits of eating well and working 


out. How do we get back on track? 
What can we do to lead a healthier 
and happier life? 

Well, the staff at the Haverhill 
Campus Health and Fitness Center 
can help. Professor Rob Parker, C.S. 
and head of the Physical Education 
Department, along with his team of 
fitness trainers have the knowledge 
and experience to help you reach 
your goals. 

During the academic semester, 
the NECC Health and Fitness Center 
is open 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 9:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Friday. 

Pete Thompkins, a former profes- 
sional cyclist and longtime employee 
of the college, knows fitness training 
and the weight room equipment 
inside and out. He is also a great 
motivator for those who need a little 
more "encouragement." 


Continued on Page 10 


Where nations unite 
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In New York City, the flags from nations flow outside the UN headquarters, 
presently 193 countries are members of the organization. 


this,” the guide said pointing to a pile 
of what looked like metal. 

“These were in the back 
pocket of a man when the atomic 
bomb hit Hiroshima. It was so 
hot that they were melted.” 

Another mission of the United 
Nations is the Fill the Cup mission. 

“The United Nations is all about 
education and stopping world hunger. 
One of our missions is 'Fill the Cup!’, 
by donating only $50 you can feeda 
child for the entire year.” 


“The idea behind this is that in 
impoverished nations parents have to 
worry about feeding their children.” 

“So children end up dropping 
out of school to support their 
families. But, by having their 
children fed in school, they have 
something less to worry about,” 
the guide said. “We are trying to 
stop world hunger. We hope one 
day it will be something of the 
past.” 

The guide continued to take 


everyone down the hallway, with 
a few stops along the way. The 
final stop was a wall with all the 
human rights the United Nations 
strives for, which includes access 
to food and health care for all. 
However, the guide stopped at 
one. 

“This one is my favorite,” she 
smiled. “The fact that we are all 
entitled to rest and a vacation 
every once in a while. So tell 
your boss.” 


Things to do on Feb. 29, a day that {exe 
comes once every four years 


The day of February the 29th only 
comes but once every four years. This 
day is special to say the least. 

Those leap year babies finally have 
their birthdays and someone that would 
under normal circumstances be twenty 
turns the tender age of five. 

To our dismay this isn’t a national 
holiday. 

But, we reckon that it someday may 
be. 

Thus to celebrate all of the birth- 
days lost and what someday maybe a 
national holiday, we at the Observer 
strongly recommend you have a cele- 
bration. 

Sure, it is not your birthday, but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t “party like it’s 
your birthday”. 

So on this special occasion we rec- 
ommend that you do one of the follow- 


Brady Tatro 
Liberal Arts: Communications 
“No.” (Didn’t watch it) 


Do you need 


to contact us? 


Address 
Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, 
Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 
978-556-3633 


Adviser 
978-556-3397 
Advertising 
978-556-3397 

Email 
Observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the 
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Didn’t watch The Oscars because 
of, “a house full of T.V hogs!” 


PCLEOR TOONS. Cee 


ing activies. 

1) Leap up and down a few times. 
Since the name suggests you should 
leap. 

2) If you are unable to leap in place 
for whatever reason go to your local 
swamp and find a frog, which can do 
the leaping for you. 

3) If you are grossed out by going to 
a swamp and don’t want to get muddy, 
than. watch “The Muppets” and see 
Kermit the frog in action. 

4) Call your mother and keep talk- 
ing until she gets tired of talking. But, 
trust us, she may not be tired of talking 
until about four years from now. 

5) Go to Subway. Sure you can do 
this any day 


But, there you will get a 
free cookie. And, who loves free cook- 


ies? Everyone! 


Ri 


“[The Oscars] don’t seem to have 
as big of an effect as they used to.” 
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“Bill Crystal's jokes were a little 
old. Everyone from ‘The Artist’ 
was awesome!” 
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“I was all excited! I loved the fash- 
ion! That was a big thing for me. I 
was wicked disappointed Viola 
Davis didn’t win!” 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 

The Observer welcomes letters from readers. 
Letters for publication may be submitted via emil, mil 
r by dropping off the letter at the newsroom, located in 
Rm. C-222 in the Spur} 


our 


> signed and also include a phone 
verification. Email submissions should include 
Editor in the subject k not being 
ived by the Observer Please email to 


if you wish to submit a let- 
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Bridgewater student attacked 


Young writer stance 
on Proposition 8 
envokes violence 


By Lisa LEMo! 
Staff Writer 


On February 16, 2012, 
Bridgewater State University 
student writer Destinie Mogg- 
Barkalow was_ physically 
attacked on campus for an 
Opinion story she wrote in 
support of same-sex marriage. 
Her story on Proposition 8 
enraged a tall man and a red- 
headed woman enough to seek 
out, approach Ms. 
Mogg-Barkalow and _ punch’ 
her in the eye. The police 
report that there have been no 
arrests and are 
investigating the 
hate crime. This 


incident as a 
is wrong on 


so many levels, where do I 
begin? 

Ill tell you where. I would 
like to thank the highly 


moronic, small minded, hate- 
ful couple who 

because of their outlandish, 
ridiculous, one-sided 
Neanderthal behavior, sparked 
news segments and 


columns all over the U.S. put- 
ting them in the spotlight as 


complete bigots. Local and 
national news programs and 
online websites from the 
Huffington Post to the 
Advocate- a pro-gay online 
newspaper, have spread the 


word in support of the student 
writer advocating 


peace and could finally stop 
worrying about hypocritical 
judgment.” 

The reverberation of sup- 
portive comments for this 
article from the many online 
newspapers 
is astounding. Adam Gage, a 
manager of web applications 


from the Bridgewater 
University online newspaper 
“The Comment”. Bella 
Lockhart writes, “Thank you 
for writing this article. I 
agree 100%. I found this edi- 
torial because I heard you 
were physically attacked for 
your opinion. That's just plain 


4 wrong, 
the equality for all and I 
and the right to hope they 
exercise the First “ . i ¢ 
Amendment. free 1 Would never wanwimy rights to be = ‘'"‘ We 
bs people 

speech. forgotten just so pe could walk all SS aia 
ts ¥ a “hs her over me.” that to 
article, Ms. Mogg- Ao you and 
Barkalow states, — Destinie Mogg- Barkalow lock them 
“IT would never up for it. 
want my rights to But they 
be forgotten prove d 


just so people could walk all 
over me. If you believe legal- 
izing gay marriage is uncon- 
stitutional, I think it is time 
you moved to another country. 
If you think it is wrong 
because of procreation, think 
again. Not even all straight 
couples have children. When 
it comes down to it, all I can 
say is leave us alone. Why are 
people so concerned about my 
soul and not their own? If 
same-sex couples are going to 
hell, at least I would be in 


at Post Holdings, Inc. posts 
his comment on “The 
Advocate” site; “To Destinie 
Mogg-Barkalow, thank you 
for your strength, courage, 
and compassion. To those 
right-wing nut cases, take a 
look at history... beating us 
down only makes us stronger 
and encourages others to join 
us. Stay strong Destinie, your 
voice is important to all of 
Sst 

Then there are the hundreds 
of posted comments directly 


you right, didn't they? That 
Prop 8 just generates more 
hate. Those homophobes who 


did that to you proved that 
they're nothing but hateful 
bigots. Thanks for taking a 


stand for all LGBT people in 
the US, 


and for anyone who is a 


"sec- 
ond-class citizen!” 

Sadly, Ms. Mogg-Barkalow 
is faced with the high risks a 
journalist takes when publish- 
ing a story of this magnitude. 
Did she deserve to be attacked 


for what she wrote? 
Absolutely not, however, I 
suppose the reality of being 
an opinions writer really hit 
home, and may have given her 
a new perspective on journal- 
ism, possibly empowering her 
enough to not back down and 
continue to tackle the contro- 
versial stories head on. 

The subject that she was 
writing about is so strong and 
emotionally powered, has 
obviously enraged both sides 
of the spectrum. In my opin- 
ion, it takes great courage for 
such a student to boldly voice 
her thoughts in print. I con- 
gratulate Ms. Mogg-Barkalow 
for taking a stand, voicing her 
raw opinion, exercising her 
First Amendment right to free 
speech, and reporting on a 
story that is not just about 
Same-sex marriage, but a 
story about equality across 
the board regardless of politi- 
cal or religious beliefs. I feel 
that it is our duty as journal- 
ists to keep the public well 
informed, speak our minds, 
and to keep the vision of 
equality for all in the spot- 
light. 


‘Portlandia’ glorifies the hipsters 


Ironically fashioned 
sub-culture takes 


over the mainstream 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
Opinion Editor 


The IFC. hit show, 
“Portlandia,” came to the 
Berklee Performing Center in 
Boston in the form of live 
comedy sketches, indie rock 
music, and awkward ram- 
blings from show's two hip- 
ster afficanidos Fred Armisen 
and Carrie Brownstein. 

Its quite surprising when 
you take a step back and look 
at how popular this show has 
gotten. It’s half way through 
it’s second season (the first 
had only six episodes) and it’s 
already garnered enough 
praise to warrant a_ full- 
fledged cross country tour. | 
did say it was an IFC show, 
right? The Independent Film 
Channel. I want to emphasize 
this. I don’t know who’s pay- 
ing for this channel. It’s cer- 
tainly not the hipsters who 
watch this show. 

They called. the show a, 
“love letter,” to Portland, 
Oregeon; the city where the 
dream of the 1990s is still 
alive and where young people 
go to retire. It does a great 
job at presenting little habits 
people do every day, especial- 
ly hipster habits. For exam- 
ple, the sketch, “Did You 
Read?,” examines a conversa- 
tion between two people ask- 
ing what the other has read. 


New Yorker? McSweeneys? 
Mother Jones? Spin? Pace? 
New York Times? New York 
Obsever? Washington Post? 
You get the idea. 

Another episode explored 
how people after getting real- 
ly into a television show, 
utter the insanely true phrase, 
“Just one more episode.” You 
can probably predict how 
many more episodes of 
Battlestar Galactica’ they 
watched. 

It’s astounding how true the 
stereotypes about hipsters 
are. The Starbucks across the 
street from the Berklee Center 
was packed, and as soon as 
the doors to the show opened, 
they all flooded out. After the 
show, they all ran back in. It’s 
hard to say if they were crav- 
ing a cup of coffee or the wi- 


The usual hipsters. 


fi for their Ipads. 

The audience, not as packed 
full of hipsters as 1 was hop- 
ing for, still had a fair share 
of unique characters. There 


were men with beards and 
hats that said, “I bike 
Boston.” A typical hipster 
thing to do: do something 
good and then make sure 
everyone knows it. 

Men and woman with plaid 
shirts and plaid accessories. 

Brian Williams said it beau- 
tifully about Brooklyn hip- 
sters a couple years back, 
“There are young men and 
women wearing ironic glass 
frames on the streets.” 

Armisen and Brownstein 
asked the audience where the 
equivalent Portland-esque 
area. in Boston was and the 
majority instantly shouted, 


Courtesy Photo 


and quite proudly, AllSton- 
Cambridge quickly followed. 

It’s a growing trend that has 
it’s origins probably buried 
somewhere deep in Al 
Ginsberg’s, “Howl.” If you’re 
unfamiliar with what a hipster 
is, 1711 break it down for you. 

Have an Iphone? Not a hip- 
ster. Have an Iphone with the 
Instagram app? Hipster. 

Have a Pandora account? 
Not a hipster. Have a Pandora 
account with a Bon Iver sta- 
tion? Hipster. 

When someone talks about 
any band at all, do you say, 
“Their earlier stuff is way 
better” ? Get a job, you hip- 
ster. 

Do you work or frequent 
Bull Moose Records? Shave, 
you hipster. 

How do I know this? What 


gives me the right to say these 
things? Well, I don’t catego- 
rize myself as one, but others 
have labeled me as, a hipster. 
Yes, I’ve seen every Wes 
Anderson movie and yes, I 
have participated in not one, 
but several political conversa- 
tions where I’ve had no idea 
what I was talking about. But 
I guess that’s the essential 
part of being a hipster; every- 
one labeling you a hipster but 
yourself. 

This hipster thing has gotten 
too big for its own good. So 
big in fact, that I bet the hip- 
ster’s themselves would call 
their entire get-up as, “too 
mainstream. But it remains 
entertaining. 

We ridicule them and make 
fun of their scarves and modi- 
fied Altoid cases, but we see 
in them that little artist that 
died in all of us long ago. 
Probably in our freshmen 
years at college when we 
found out that we can’t make 
jewelry for a living by selling 
them on Etsy. They’re enter- 
taining to see grow apart from 
our own lives. We secretly 
wish we got all of our clothes 
from the internet. We secretly 
wish we had bought that 
cheap Polaroid camera we saw 


“at some yard sale a couple 


summers ago. 

But we have lives to live and 
we have jobs to go to. The 
hipster will fill that void in 
our lives. And if your’re a 
hipster, don’t take our insults 
seriously. Deep down, we 
secretly love you. 


Page 4 NECC Observer Feb. 29, 2012 


Super PACS: for better or worse 


Super PACS change 
the money flow in 
American politics 


By MICHAEL APOSTOLOU 
Correspondent 


PAC. The dirty little three let- 
tered acronym no current politician 
wants to be associated with. A politi- 
cal action committee (or pac) is an 
organization that raises and spends 
money in favor of or against a candi- 
date or political issue. 

The truth is they’re getting a bad 
rap these days. Pacs have been 
around for a century and have helped 
many candidates win an election in a 
fair and balanced way. The problem 
currently is the newly created “Super 
PACs”. They don’t follow any of the 
rules - because they are not legally 
associated with a particular candidate 
or party. They can raise an infinite 
amount of money and say anything 
they want short of provable slander 
or libel. 

If a wealthy individual or suc- 
cessful corporation wants to spend 
millions of dollars to sway an elec- 
tion they can; so long as they don’t 
give it directly to a candidate or polit- 
ical party but instead gives the 
money to a Super PAC, This way 


they bypass the monetary limits set 
for political donations set by the 
McCain-Feingold act. 

“For better or for worse Super 
PACs are probably here to stay,” says 
Northern Essex Professor Richard 
Padova. 

Super PACs were challenged in 
the Supreme Court and were found to 
be constitutional. “And they'll prob- 
ably be challenged again,” says 
Professor Padova, who also acknowl- 
edges that despite whatever chal- 
lenge they face in the future the fact 
of the matter is there is nothing ille- 
gal about them. 

President Obama, who won his 
presidential election in 2008 before 
the birth of Super PACs, was one of 
their biggest opponents initially, but 
has since softened his views. Even to 
the point where he is now encourag- 
ing supporters to donate to PACs that 
are favorable to his campaign. 

A politician changing their opin- 
ion on an issue normally doesn’t 
bode well for their future but in the 
case of President Obama he was left 
with no choice. “Despite his reserva- 
tions and dislike of them [Super 
PACs] the President eventually con- 
ceded he would need their help in the 
upcoming fall election” 
Professor Padova. 


says 


Former Massachusetts governor 


Courtesy Photo 


Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney looks to be the current front runner this 
election season, thanks to super p.a.c.s. 


Mitt Romney proved just how pow- 
erful and necessary these Super PACs 
will be in modern American politics. 
When Newt Gingrich was surging in 
the Republican primary Romney sup- 
porters were ready to pounce back 
through Super PACs 
thrashing Gingrich in Florida with 


effectively 


negative TV ads, many of which 
were not endorsed by Romney 
because they not directly 
attached to him. His hands were 
clean and the ads caused Gingrich to 
show poorly in that states primary 
and killed any momentum he had 
going. 


were 


It was the first powerful show- 
ing of how effective they can and will 
be in American elections. Like them 
or hate them these powerful action 
committees are here to say and they 
will have a huge impact on who the 
next president of the United States is. 


Contraceptive conversations 


Free birth control - 
stirs controversy 
mid-election season 


By JONNA DOUCETTE 
Correspondent 


Beginning this August birth control 
will be free for all women so long as 
they have insurance. There will no 
longer be $5-$15 co-pays in order to 
prevent unwanted pregnancies. 


The morning after pill will also be 
free to those who need it, which has 
sparked a lot of religious controversy. 
Maggie Mahar of Time magazine 
“Based on the data, it’s difficult 
to make the case that most, or even 


says, 


many, Catholics are anti-contracep- 
tion. They want to be free to practice 
their religion, but they also want to 
be free to decide when to have chil- 
dren.” The morning after pill is a 
method of emergency contraception 
taken after a night without any pro- 
tection. 


Courtesy Photo 
Birth control has become a hot topic in presidential politics and is getting back into the 
national conversation. 


Some people are skeptical as to if 
birth control will actually become 
free, especially since the U.S. is 
going through such a money struggle 
nowadays. Maggie Mahar says, “The 
truth is that both insurers and 
employers who self-insure save 
money in the long run by covering 
contraception. So much money is 
saved that it makes financial sense to 
waive co-pays and deductibles.” In 
the long run it does appear cheaper to 
give out free birth control than to 
raise a child when one isn’t ready. 


Since birth control will be available 
to all insured women this means that 
younger people will be able to get it 
as well 

I interviewed student Colleen 
Gaudette, who had no idea such an 
act was to be put in effect. On the 
topic of free birth control she said, 
“Honestly, I think this ts going to be 
great because I’m on birth control 
myself. Birth control is very helpful 
because it helps regulate cycles and 
balance hormones. 
that kids are going to do it anyway 
and might as well be protected.” 

After taking a few minutes to think 
she continued on saying, “At the 
same time this is going to be promot- 
ing sex to younger kids who might 
not have even considered it before. 
They aren’t aware that birth control 
doesn’t protect against STD’s. I can 


Not to mention 


definitely see there being a lot more 
diseases going around.” 

On that note it made me wonder 
about how parents would view this 
decision. Giving free birth control to 
strangers is one thing and having it 
given to your child is completely dif- 
ferent. Sean Varney, father of two 
young girls said, “I think this sounds 
like an excuse for parents to get out 
of parenting. Making good choices 
starts in the home, and if parents 
aren’t going to teach their kids right 
they won't even care about birth con- 
trol.” 

What interested me the most about 
doing these interviews is that little to 
no one knew that this was going to” 
happen. Giving away free birth con- | 
trol is something that’s going to 
affect a lot of people and yet not 
many people are aware of it. 


We want to hear from you. 


v 


Send letters or opinion columns — 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu: 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Building toopen A tough road ahead 


in Fall 2013 


Continued from Page 1 


The prosperity that Glenn 
is speaking of is the two new 
additions to NECC-Lawrence 
that will soon be complete by 
the fall of 2013. The construc- 
tion on Common Street will 
provide students with a new 
health and technology center. 
Glenn mentioned the 
courses that will become avail- 
able once the building is finally 
built. 

“Medical lab, surgical tech- 
nology, occupational therapy 
and physical therapy” are some 
of the courses that will be 
offered in the fall of 2013. 

Along with that, Glenn also 
wants to create a gathering 
space in the new building 
where students can get assis- 
tance in tutoring, financial aid, 
advising and many other serv- 
ices. 

/ 
] 
| 


new 


Also, the college recently 


purchased the old Registry of 


Deeds office across from the 


iHealth center on Franklin 


Street. Glenn is still unsure of 


/ 


program. 


Rae 


Bring Your 


the plans they are going to do 
with that new space. “We don’t 
know for sure, we think were 
going to tear it down and create 
some green space right across 
the street from the new build- 
ing.” 

“All this change happening 
at Northern Essex, it’s crazy” 
stated Alex Primiterio, second 
year student at Northern Essex. 
“Theres so many new build- 
ings, new being 
offered. Northern Essex has so 
much to offer already, they’re 
going to have even more once 
those buildings are complete.” 

That we can all agree on. 
NECC already offers more than 
80 academic programs. With 
the new health and technology 
center, there will be more pro- 
grams offered in the health 
department. 

“I’m excited, the Lawrence 
campus is going to be so much 
more amazing once all the con- 
struction is complete. I can’t 
wait” stated Santiago. A com- 
ment Glenn would be proud to 
hear. 


courses 


TAKE YOUR DEGREE TO ne NEXT LEVEL! 


RT TO BS IN MEDICAL IMAGING 


Designed for the associate degree or diploma technologist to 
continue their education for professional growth. The student will 
earn a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Medical Imaging. 


RN TO BS TO MS IN NURSING 


For the associate degree or diploma nurse or the registered nurse 
who wants to continue education for professional growth. Earn 
both the bachelor’s and master’s degree with a major in Nursing. 


www.regiscollege.edu/gradschool 


MCT Campus - LOS ANGELES 
Foster Washington knows the odds are 
against him. The Los Angeles 
Southwest College student is a 20-year- 
old from a tough neighborhood in Watts 
where, he says, there was little encour- 
agement or preparation for college. 

Recent studies suggest that students 
like Washington are the least likely to 
stay in school, get a degree or transfer to 
a four-year university, hampering their 
future job prospects. 

But Washington is determined to be 
the first college graduate in his family 


of twelve siblings. Southwest, part of 


the nine-campus Los’ Angeles 
Community College District, is trying 
to fulfill his goal through new programs 
focused on intensive tutoring, faculty 
training and helping students adjust to 
college life. 

"I have no time to hang out on the 
street with my homies; | want to be at 
school every day," Washington said 
after a recent English class that he said 
is his favorite. "Coming here gives me a 
sense of worth." 

He is eager and engaged, particular- 


ly when discussing the writings of 


Malcolm X and Frederick Douglass in 
the all-male class. It is a remedial class 
aimed at students who need additional 
preparation before enrolling in college- 
level English; two tutors are on hand to 
supplement the instruction of the pro- 
fessor. 

The class is part of a program 
geared to young men of color, but near- 
ly all of the 8,000 students at Southwest 
have unmet social and academic needs, 


RN TO MS IN NURSING FOR STUDENTS HOLDING 
A NON-NURSING BACHELOR’S DEGREE 


A program for registered nurses who have a non-nursing bachelor’s 
degree. Nurses in this program enter directly into the master’s 


Office of Graduate Admission 


781-768-7330 = graduatedepartment@regiscollege.edu 
235 Wellesley Street = Weston, MA 02493 


Purpose. 


Find Your Path. 


Complete your bachelor’s degree 
in early childhood or elementary 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Tom Bissonnette 
(978) 665-4819 

tbissonn@fitchburgstate.edu 


said Patrick Jefferson, dean of student 
services. About 96 percent need remedi- 
al math and English, and many are the 
first in their family to attend college. 
They grew up amid crime and poverty 
and graduated from local high schools 
that are among the lowest-performing in 
the state, he added. 

"Our students don't leave those 
issues at the front door," Jefferson said. 
"But we're getting there." 

The challenges facing Southwest 
and community colleges nationwide are 
borne out by a trio of studies released 
last week by the Civil Rights Project, a 
social science research group at UCLA. 

The studies found that black and 
Latino community college students in 
Southern California are failing to 
advance because many have graduated 
from low-performing high schools that 
ill-prepare them for college work. These 
students then end up at similar two-year 
institutions with poor transfer records. 

One of the studies analyzed high 
school graduates and the transfer rates 
of students after six years at 51 commu- 
nity colleges in Ventura, Los Angeles, 
Riverside, San Bernardino, Orange and 
San Diego counties. It found that stu- 
dents who graduated from high schools 
with large minority populations, low 
test scores and low numbers of parents 
with college degrees were far less likely 
to transfer to a four-year institution 

The likelihood of attending a low- 
or high-performing high school was 
strongly related to race and ethnicity, 
the studies found. Patterns of high 
school segregation by race, ethnicity 
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and poverty continued in the communi- 
ty college system because students typi- 
cally attend the college closest to home. 

The patterns have broad implica- 
tions for long-term economic and social 
stability, the studies conclude, because 
nearly 80 percent of black and Latino 
students in the postsecondary system 
attend a community college and only 
about three in 10 transfer within six 
years. 

"If we can't figure out how to revise 
the system in a dramatic way, we're 
going to be on a path downward," said 
Gary Orfield, who co-directs the Civil 
Rights Project. "We have to face up to it 
if we don't want to have horrible eco- 
nomic and social consequences.” 

Southwest is nearly 70 percent 
black, and about 29 percent of its stu- 
dents transfer after six years, compared 
with 37 percent of students countywide, 
according to the Civil Rights Project 
study. Southwest and other campuses in 
the district have embarked on a three- 
year effort to smooth a path for students 
before they stumble, said Yasmin 
Delahoussaye, the colleges' vice chan- 
cellor for institutional effectiveness and 
educational programs. 

The nonprofit Achieving the Dream 
initiative, based in Maryland, provides 
coaches and advisors to more than 150 
community colleges around the nation, 
including Northern Essex Community 
College, who help develop strategies to 
boost student outcomes. Early results 
from the Southwest program are expect- 
ed in the spring. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


Bachelor of Science 
« Early Childhood Education 
« Elementary Education 


education at Northern Essex 
Community College—Haverhill 
Campus through courses offered 
by Fitchburg State University. 


INFORMATION SESSIONS 


Feb 15 


12-4PM in SC215 


March 21 
all day in SC215 


April 11 


9-11AM in SC215 & 12-4PM in SC214 


www.fitchburgstate.edu/necc 
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A Poets Life at NECC 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Editor 


The wind wailed outside like a 
mournful lover that had lost his one 
true love. Inside, the family 
warmed themselves by a fire crack- 
ling in the fireplace. The four chil- 
dren sat crossed legged on the oval 
handmade braided rug covering the 
un-varnished wood floor. Two of 
them, teen boys, engaged in con- 
versation by the flickering light of 
the fire, while the girls played with 
handcrafted wooden games and 
cloth dolls. Around them, four 
adults knitted, whittled sticks, or 
read books and _ occasionally 
glanced up at the children while 
they sat or rocked in their chairs. 

In the corner by the window an 
older gentleman with a white beard 
sat at his desk engrossed in his 
book. As the wind picked up, wail- 
ing and battering the house, he 
stood up and called upon the boys 
to go out in the storm and shovel 
the deepening snow from the path. 
But he didn't speak in plain 
English, when he spoke his words 
rolled out in poetic verse. 

A row of observers quietly 
stood along the wall, watching as 
the live reenactment of John 
Greenleaf Whittier's poem 
“Snowbound” was played out 
before them. The wind was a 
recording and the snow was left to 
their imagination, but the partici- 
pants, all dressed in period clothes, 
played their parts in the poem in the 
actual birthplace of the famous 
local poet surrounded by original 
antiques from his life. 

Poetry may not seem outwardly 
like it is a popular past time and a 
likely way for people to enjoy 
themselves in this day and age, but 
people are finding ways to get 
pleasure from it like the recent 
“Snowbound Weekend” at the John 
Greenleaf Whittier Homestead and 
Museum. Northern Essex students 
have several upcoming events and 
opportunities. 

Poetry today seeps into our 
lives through many avenues like 
music, visual arts and even through 
the essence behind some types of 
media like films. But the regular 
forms of poetry, both classic and 
modern still prevail. 

You don't necessarily have to be 
an English major or be a trained 
poet to enjoy or write poetry. 

“T've gotten poetry from tons of 
people that just kind of comes natu- 
rally to them,” said Patrick Lochelt, 
English professor at NECC and fac- 
ulty advisor for the award winning 
magazine Parnassus, which is cur- 
rently accepting submissions for 
this year's issue. “Language comes 
naturally to a lot of people,” he 
said. You don't need to have a 
degree, and you don't necessarily 
have to even be well read, he said. 

“I think it helps with anything 
to know what came before you and 
to see what's out there, but things 
can come organically too. There are 
plenty of good writers that have 
never even heard of someone like 
Whittier, and they can smack out a 
home run as far as a poem goes just 
by knowing what they think sounds 
good, and looks good, and means 
something to them. So absolutely, 
it's for anybody.” 

“Poetry has gradually changed 
in the past 150 years. “It's splin- 
tered off into a lot of avenues and 
basically the rules are non-exis- 
tent,” Lochelt said. “Open form 
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The Poetry of life 


The John Greenleaf Whittier home depicted in a snow 
storm as in the poem “Snowbound. 


poetry and free verse is a lot more 
prevalent now than it was then with 
people like Whittier who were defi- 
nitely confining themselves with 
post-form poetry. Not because they 
had to but because that is what they 
did.” 

If you look back through the 
eras, there was obviously more peo- 
ple reading poetry back then and 
they were influenced by what was 
going on in the time. “Nowadays if 
people read poetry it's because a 
professor assigned it to them. There 
aren't as many people who actively 
seek it out and it's a much smaller 
population than it used to be,” 
Lochelt said, clarifying that he was 
speaking very generally about most 
people. 

He said people may not be as 
influenced by what is going on 
“other than say the Hallmark cards 
they got for their birthday, and 
unfortunately that's what most peo- 
ple's 'exposure' to poetry are; those 
silly kind of 'rhymy', simplistic, 
not-very-interesting, poetic form, 
greeting card kind of thing.” 

Paul Saint-Amand, English pro- 
fessor at NECC, who is also the 
driving force behind the upcoming 
Peace Poetry contest at NECC said, 
“We live in such a technological 
age that I think sometimes the 
depth isn't there. Sometimes | think 
poetry is that opportunity to go 
beyond that layer and see the 
human condition, if you will, or 
human qualities that are worth 
looking at and talking about. 

“With all these short messages 
and sound bites and everything we 
get, you realize that there are very 
few opportunities sometimes to 
really have substantive conversa- 
tions with people. I think that's 
what poetry does. I think everyone 
that reads a poem is getting a sub- 
stantive conversation. 

We might read some of those 
poems and find the depth may not 
be what we would think it might be, 
but on the other hand, he said, 
“somebody has actually stopped 
and taken the time to maybe con- 
sider something that somebody else 
has to offer about being a human 
being. I think that's wonderful.” 

Saint-Amand, a Vietnam veter- 
an, started the Peace Poetry contest 
as a spinoff from a program that he 
used to run on the North Shore for a 
veterans' group while teaching in 
upstate New York. He was home in 
Rockport during 911, and when he 
got back to the college after his sab- 
batical he thought they really need- 
ed something. 

“T had a lot of soldiers and fam- 
ily members and I was thinking 
kids need to hear something besides 
the war drum and so I instituted it 


there, and brought it to the college 
and it's still running.” 

“When you think about peace 
it's something larger than anti-war, 
it's part of being a human being that 
very often people don't always 
notice. It's never just an absence of 

ar,” Saint-Amand said. 

The Peace Poetry contest 
receives all kinds of poems about 
peace. Some poems are about war 
and some poems are just strictly 
about what peace needs to be. “We 
try to keep it as open as we can,” 
Saint-Amand said. 

“There's just not enough focus 
on the notion of peace, and people 
really don't know what it is some- 
times. I think out of the mouths of 
children we kind of hear sometimes 
that peace is as simple as your sis- 
ter helping you up the stairs with 
your skates on - that's what one kid 
said. You know, or dogs bark every 
time we leave,” He laughed at the 
thought. “The little things you and I 
might not think about as peace, but 
for kids they see parts of life that 
we tend to forget about that are 
meaningful.” 

The contest's reach is usually 
just Merrimack Valley, although 
last year they had a little girl from 
all the way down in Rhode Island 
who submitted a poem and came to 
the reading. They also had a very 
well-known poet in Kenya submit a 
poem. “It's meant to be local for the 
community but if someone sends 
something in it's certainly put in the 
pile. They find it on the website, 
which is really great,” Saint-Amand 
said. 

“It's really an eclectic mix of 
children across the Merrimack 
Valley with all kinds of different 
experiences. If you can imagine an 
Iraqi child who has suffered, and by 
suffering I not only mean displaced 
but also hearing bullets and bombs 
and everything, then coming to this 
country and just not have that 
worry.” 

NECC students and other peo- 
ple from the community take part in 
the Peace Poetry contest in other 
ways besides writing poems. Many 
take part in the judging, Some stu- 
dents worked on the designs of the 
posters and others help with the 
organization and planning of the 
reading event. The winning poems, 
about 80 total from different age 
groups, are put into a booklet and 
given to the winners, and then all 
are invited with their families to 
attend the reading. The reading is 
taped by Haverhill Community 
Public Television and appears on 
HCTV several times during the 
year. 

Saint-Amand says he doesn't do 
any of the judging himself. “I make 


it a point not to. I basically want 
someone to do all that, and have an 
opportunity for lots of people.” As a 
result, people judging, whether they 
are students or a whole class, get to 
read poetry about peace that they 
have never read before. 

Saint-Amand said he's been 
working with someone who's been 
doing this with him since he started. 
She, her mother, who is in her 
nineties, and her daughter, who's a 
school teacher in Maine, get togeth- 
er on the weekend, and do some 
judging for the contest. He said it's 
interesting that it has become a 
family thing for them. He thinks the 
most surprising thing about the 
contest is in how in many respects, 
with all the people taking part in it 
and helping out, it is an engendered 
community in many ways that he 
hadn't even considered. 

For advice about submitting 
poetry he said, “When people are 
judging really the rule is: Is it inter- 
esting? Do you think someone has 
said something that you haven't 
heard before, or maybe said it in a 
way you haven't heard before?” 

The advice that Patrick Lochelt 
gives to people submitting poetry to 
Parnassus is to take care to pay 
attention to the words, and play 
around with them. “I think a lot of 
people limit themselves with things 
like rhyme schemes, which isn't to 
say that we haven't published, and 
will not publish a poem with a par- 
ticular transfixed rhyme scheme ... 
but I think a lot of people often 
limit themselves with their words 
by saying ‘well this line has to 
thyme with two lines ago,' instead 
of thinking ‘well what do I have to 
say,’ or if you have a feeling or 
emotion.” 

He said it's not enough to have 
a lot of neat words smashed togeth- 
er creating what he jokingly refers 
to as 'word salad.' It may mean 
something to the author but unless 


you're in the know, it doesn't mean 
a lot to anyone else. You can have 
those great words, but they have to 
be saying something whether it's 
personal or emotional. “Telling a 
story, a narrative - those are the two 
things that I am usually most con- 
cerned with.” 

“With the last hundred years or 
more, there has been a lot of rule 
breaking and that can be fun, and 
can be more kind of exciting, and 
really thinking about language, and 
what it means and what you can do 
with it,” he said. 

All NECC students, regardless 
of major, can submit their writing 
to Parnassus or the Peace Poetry 
contest. Parnassus has won several 
prestigious awards in past years 
including this year's ACP award for 
the best literary magazine in the 
nation for two year colleges, and 
the Peace Poetry contest, with its 
publication and special reading 
event offers more than just writing 
opportunities, it offers valuable 
experience. 

As shown by the Whittier 
“Snowbound Weckend” poetry 
slips in through the cracks into peo- 
ple's lives in ways they don’t 
expect. Erin Brenner a Haverhill 
resident that attended the event 
said, “For me it's more about the 
history. This is great!” She said her 
two boys were interested in the his- 
tory of Haverhill, but their eyes lit 
up telling a different story, and their 
faces cracked huge smiles as Mack 
and Mike, the two draft horses, jos- 
tled the wagon they were riding in, 
tossing them to all sides. Apple 
cider, wagon rides, and life-like 
recreations of a time past are just 
another way to enjoy poetry. 


You can download Whittier's 
poem “Snowbound” for free at 
Project Gutenberg: 

http/ www gutenberg orp/ebooks/20226 


photo by Michele Simon 
Two draft horses pull a wagon for rides during the Snowbound Weekend. 


The road was closed to protect the passengers and create a more 
realistic atmosphere. 


Parnassus Magazine 


Submission deadlines: 


Poetry, fiction and creative non-fiction: March 9 


Artwork: March 19 


For more info: 


http://parnassuslitmag.com/contactinfo.html 
Peace Poetry Contest 
Submission deadline: March 15th 


Reading Event: May 4 


For more info: http://www.necc.mass.edu/aca 
demics/enrichment/service-learning/peace-poetry/ 
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Arts and Entertainment 


A maze of art, but still amazing 


Get lost in the magic 
of art at the Met, 
in NYC 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Located among the yelling 
hot dog vendors, various shops 
and fat pigeons’ is_ the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, or 
just the Met for short. 

One of the biggest art muse- 
ums ever to grace the Earth, it 
runs about a quarter mile on Sth 
Avenue in New York City, hold- 
ing nearly 2 million pieces of 
work. 

The rooms hold art from the 
greatest artist to exist. There is 
everything from artifacts from 
Egypt to portraits from Pablo 
Picasso. 

“This is it,” Andy Morse, 
NECC professor said as the cab 
pulled to the curb. 

It looked just like everything 
I had seen on television, except 
that the building was more mas- 
sive than one could have ever 
anticipated. 

Upon the stairs of the Met are 
hundreds of people soaking up 
the air on the warm Friday of 
Feb. 10. 

“It is amazing inside,” one 
girl said to her friend. 

“It is so big. They're open 
until 9, we'll have to go back in 
though,” her friend replied. 

“Let's stick together though,” 
she said. “I don't want to get lost 
again.” 

Lost? Who in the world gets 
lost in a museum? 

Upon entrance into the Met, I 
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One of the many great masterpieces of work in the Metropolitan Apparently, you don’t have to go to Egypt 
Museum of Art. What is this tub saying to you? 


found a map at the front desk. 

“You will want one of those. 
Some of the greatest art in the 
world is here. Just don't get lost,” 
the man behind the desk said. 

“I won't” I said full of confi- 
dence. “I have a wonderful sense 
of diretion.” 

“Okay,” the man laughed. 

I walked off a little bit baf- 
fled at the encounter. He must 


have been sexist to think a 
woman would get lost. 
Stereotyping..... 


Through the entrance the left 
side of the Met, one is greeted by 
art seen only in history books or 
via a Google images search. 

Marble sculptures stood 
proudly in the light. Painting, 
rugs and jewelry from a bygone 
era are looked upon by those 
from the digital age. 

I was amazed, every- 
thing was beautiful, something 


words just cannot describe. I 
traveled from one room to the 
other taking it all in. 

“Honey, look at this tub. 
What is it saying to you?,” a girl- 
friend said to her boyfriend that 
was looking at his phone. 

“It says that people used to 
have too much time on their 
hands,” he replied. 

“At least, they have a PHONE 
IN THEIR HANDS,” she said 
going into the other room. 

Despite the little brawl with 
words it didn't damper my mood 
one bit. Until.... | realized I was 
lost. I looked at the map. 

No problem, I thought, just 
look at the map. Okay you are 
here and you need to go here. 
Actually, who needs this, just 
backtrack. 

The mission seemed simple 
enough go back to where you 
came from. 


to see a sphinx. 


Just keep walking until you 
get there. Well, that didn't work. 

So I wandered until I found a 
person that seemed to work for 
the museum. [| inquired for direc- 
tions. 

But they didn't work for the 
Met. Just a tourist. 

So I looked at the map and 
found the room I was located in 
and began walking back to the 
entrance. That got me more lost, 
I am ashamed to admit. 

Finally, through some miracle 
I found an actual person that 
worked for them. 

“Hi,” I smiled. “I'm a little bit 
lost. Could you tell me where the 
main entrance is?” 

“Certainly, you walk, take a 
left and then a right. Walk 
through the room with the fire- 
place than you are there,” she 
said. 


“Great thank you so much,” I 
said. “I can't believe I got lost. I 
have a great sense of direction.” 

“Yes,” she smiled. “Everyone 
says that. “ 

I waved and kept walking 
looking for the room with the 
fireplace. But, I just went in a 
circle it seemed. 

Then, I came back to the 
room where the woman had given 
directions. 

“Are you lost?” she said. 

“No,” I replied. “Not lost just 
looking at the art.” 

Finally, I made my way back 
to the entrance it. was through a 
room with a fire place. A very 
small, unnoticeable fireplace. 

One day the Met and I shall 
meet again, and next time I shall 
bring with me a buddy to get lost 
with. The saddest thing is that I 
never got to see the second floor. 


Sath Oscars makes history 


By MICHAEL LITMAN 
A&E Editor 


Sunday night was the 84th 
Academy Awards hosted by Billy 
Crystal in Los Angeles. The stars 
were dressed in their finest, 
Actors and Actresses wait in 
anticipation to find out who will 
achieve an award of the highest 
honor. Many waited in anticipa- 
tion of who would win the most 
awards whether it would be 
“Hugo”, “The Artist”, 
“Descendants”, or “Moneyball” 

Before the ceremony began 
all the actors arrived on the red 
carpets. Meeting all the reporters 
to show off their latest dresses 
and outfits. Being the highlight 
of anyone’s night, many actors 
looked beautiful including 
Angelina Jolie, Viola Davis, 
Jennifer Lopez, and Emma Stone. 

Of course Sacha Baron Cohen 
was in character for his new film 
"The Dictator" which aroused 
much controversy in the week 
before the Academy Awards. 
Where it was said that Cohen was 
to be banned from the Oscars, 
because it was heard that he 


would be wearing "The Dictator" 
outfit as opposed to a nice formal 
tuxedo like the rest of the 
Gentlemen. 

When push came to shove 
Cohen was allowed to come to 
the Oscars, as well as wearing his 
outfit. 

Along with Cohen wearing 
the outfit he brought along two 
female bodyguards as well the 
“ashes” of Kim Jong-II which he 
made sure he spread out on the 
red carpet before entering the 
theater. 

When the ceremony began it 
started off with Crystal partici- 
pating in a skit that managed to 
include many of the nominees of 
best picture, such as “Midnight 
in Paris”, “Moneyball”, “The 
Descendants”, and “The Artist”. 

Shortly after Crystal welcom- 
ing everyone to the 84th 
Academy Awards the awards start 
being given out starting with 
Tom Hanks presenting achieve- 
ment in art direction, and 
achievement in cinematography, 
both of which went to Hugo star- 
ring Martin Scorsese's with two 
wins for his film. 

As the night progressed many 
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The cast of “The Artist” poses after winning big at the Oscars. 


other awards were presented, 
including Christian Bale present- 
ing Best Supporting Actress to 
Octavia Spencer, Sandra Bullock 
Presenting Best Foreign Film to 
“A Separation,” as well as Tina 


Fey and Bradley Cooper giving 
two more awards to Hugo for 
sound editing and sound mixing. 

Kermit the Frog and Mrs. 
Piggy then announced Cirque De 
Soleil performance which was 


inspired by the idea "A Journey 
Through the World of Cinema" 


Continued on Page 8 


7% 


Arts and Entertainment 


NECC Observer Feb. 29, 2012 Page 8 


“Community” returning in March 


But for how much 
longer? 


By Pat REYNOLDS 
Correspondent 


When NBC released its mid- 
season schedule in November of 
2011, the absence of "Community" 
from that schedule hurt my heart a 
little. Not only because of the fact 
that no new episodes would be 
aired, but because of the further 
ramifications the benching could 
have for the series moving for- 
ward. 

Luckily, on February 2!st, 
NBC announced that the show 
would be returning to its lineup. 

Series creator Dan Harmon 
took to Twitter to break the news, 
tweeting “What you call 8:00, we 
call home. Community returns to 
Thursday nights on March 1 Sth.” 

The esoteric, peculiar comedy 
about a group of community col- 
lege students was in the middle of 
airing its third season prior to its 
extended hiatus. Despite NBC 
Chief Executive Bob Greenblatt’s 
reassurances that the show would 
not just disappear from the sched- 
ule, fans were uneasy about the 
show’s future prospects. 

In response to rumors of the 
show's demise on Twitter, series 
creator Dan Harmon said slightly 
in jest, "Depends what fails, brah!" 
And fail something did, as the 


return of "30 Rock" to NBC's 
Thursday night lineup failed to 
muster noticeably higher ratings 
than "Community" could in the 
same time slot. 

Unfortunately, despite its 
return to Thursdays at 8:00, the 
likelihood that the comedy will be 
renewed for a fourth season is still 
at long odds. 

"Does the new/old timeslot 
mean anything in terms of the odds 
of a "Community" season 4? I 
would tend to doubt it," TV critic 
Alan 
Hitfix.com. 


Sepinwall wrote on 

The show has seemingly been 
on the bubble ever since it pre- 
miered as part of NBC’s fall lineup 
in 2009. The show has never been a 
ratings success for NBC, though it 


has been critically lauded. Fans of 


the show had anxiety last winter 
over whether the show would even 
be renewed for a third season, 
which it eventually was in March 
of 2011. 

Sepinwall writes further, "it's 
likely going to come down to 
whether Sony makes enough con- 
cessions on the deal that NBC con- 
siders it worth it to do another 
year," speaking of the shows 
chances to reach syndication. 


The floundering ratings of 


"Community" point to a larger 
issue with the current network tele- 
vision landscape. It seems that the 
shows which are ratings darlings 


are often broad, multi-camera sit- 
coms; not unlike "Two and a Half 
Men,” reality programs, or crime 
procedurals. 

The reason these shows are 
popular is due to their ease of 
viewing. Segmented, non-serial- 
ized programs that don’t require 
much effort are easy for busy indi- 
viduals to pop on and forget about, 
and are highly lucrative for net- 
work television. 

These shows, while enjoyable 
to some and severely popular, are 
made for the lowest 
denominator. 

There is a strange duality in tel- 
evision these days. On one hand we 
are in the midst of a “golden era” 
of television with shows like 
“Breaking Bad,” “Mad Men,” 
and 


common 


"Game of Thrones,” 
“Community” (most of them on 
cable, mind you) that truly test the 
limits of what drama and comedy 
can do on television week to week. 
On the other hand we have the 
dank, where the 


majority of television exists. 


scary corner 

The utter mess of NBC as a net- 
work may have been a blessing in 
disguise for “Community.” Airing 
on a fourth-place network that is 
struggling to find hits and has 
multiple 
changes has probably prolonged 
the show’s life expectancy, as the 


undergone regime 


network would rather keep around 
shows with established, even small 


fan bases than venture out with 
new pilots. Case in point: the nine 
(more like five) lives of “Chuck.” 

Alas, "Community" seems 
poised to join shows like "Arrested 
Development," "Freaks and 
Geeks," and "Party Down," in the 
pantheon of wonderful TV cult 
comedies that were axed before 
their time. 

While those shows had small 
(microscopic in the case of "Party 
Down"), fervent fan bases in their 
original runs, it's what they have 
done post-cancellation that NBC 
should keep an eye on. 

"Arrested Development" 
reached a wider audience when it 
came to DVD and Netflix and is 
now returning for a fourth season 
on the streaming service, as well as 
for a long gestating feature film. 

The and 
Geeks," including Seth Rogen, 
James Franco, Jason Siegel, as well 


cast of "Freaks 


as co-creators Judd Apatow and 
Paul Feig have become serious 
players in Hollywood since the 
show was cancelled after only one 
season in 2000. There's even talk 
of a future "Party Down" movie. 

“Community” shares kinship 
with these comedies in part due to 
its wonderful cast filled out by Joel 
McHale, Gillian Jacobs, Donald 
Glover, Danny Pudi, Alison Brie, 
Yvette Nicole Brown, Ken Jeong, 
and Chevy Chase in his return to 
television. 


Watching the pilot when it pre- 
miered in 2009, I was indifferent to 
the first episode, which in retro- 
spect was unspectacular. However, 
it was when I tuned back in deep 
into season | that I officially fell in 
love with the show. “Contemporary 
American Poultry” was the 
episode, and its spot on satire of 
films like “GoodFellas” hooked me 
for good. 

“Community” prides itself of 
its self-awareness. Abed’s (Danny 
Pudi) self-awareness in particular, 
partnered with his love of all things 
pop culture allows the show to 
embrace its "meta" nature and 
explore subject matter and formats 
rarely seen before in comedy on 
television. 

The show is able to be extreme- 
ly funny while simultaneously 
deconstructing the situation come- 
dy genre. Whether it’s playing off 
the sitcom tropes of clip shows and 
“bottle episodes” or giving us an 
entirely “claymation” Christmas 
episode, it’s able to maintain a high 
quality. “Community” also isn’t 
afraid to go to dark places, but 
what I find most endearing is the 
show's heart. 

Aside from the talk of ratings, 
scheduling, and syndication, one 
thing has to be made clear: 
“Community” is a fantastic show 
and it deserves a fourth season—or 
as the show likes to joke “Six 
Seasons and a movie.” 


Continued from Page 7 


which involved more than 
$0 international members of 
the group doing a one time 
exclusive performance just for 
the Academy Awards. Which 
started off with the famous scene 
from Alred Hitchcocks' north by 
north west, where Carey Grant is 
running away from the Airplane 
in the field. 

After the performance was 
complete some of the more antic- 
ipated awards were given out. 
Chris Rock, who said “In the 
world of animation, you can be 
anything you wanna be. If you're 
a fat woman, you can play a skin- 
ny princess. 

If you're short wimpy guy, 
you can play a tall gladiator. If 
you're a white man, you can play 
an Arabian prince. And if you're 
a black man, you can play a don- 
key or a zebra.” Shortly after, 
Rock presented the award for 
best animated film to Rango. 

Ben Stiller and Emma Stone 
came out after where Stone start- 
ed talking about how excited she 
was to present her first Oscar 
ever. It created a nice contrast 
with a seemingly star struck 
Stone, and. a monotone Stiller 
created a great presentation for 


achievement in visual effects 
which went again to Hugo as 
well. 

The next award to be handed 
out was Best Supporting Actor 
which was presented by Melissa 
Leo. 

The winner of that category 
was the 82 year old Christopher 
Plummer for his role’ in 
"Beginners." 

“You're only two years older 
than me darling, Where have you 


been all my life?” said Plummer 
award. 


Plummer ts the most senior actor 


upon receiving the 
to win an award. 

For a brief interlude between 
awards Billy Crystal did a skit on 
"what people are thinking,” 
where the camera would shoot 
out onto the crowd and Crystal 
would tell everyone what they 
are thinking. 

Some people that 
shown were Morgan Freeman, 


were 


where he was narrating March 
of the Penguins in his head. 
Martin Scorsese was thinking 
of camera angles rapidly over 
head. The 
thing overall 
hysterical interlude. 


and over in his 


whole was a 


The Artist 
award of the night for best 


took it’s first 
original score. 

The next set of presenters 
were the white suited Zach 
Galifianakis and Will Ferrell, 
coming out with a set of huge 
cymbals that they crashed all the 
way through till they reached the 
main stage to present best origi- 
nal song. 

The winner was Bret McKenzie 
for his song "Man or Muppet" from 
the Muppets Movie. While it only 
competed with the song "Real in Rio" 
from the movie Rio, It was still an 
exciting night for the Flight of the 
Conchords member. 

Who knows maybe his next 
step will be a feature length 
Flight of the Conchords film? 

After the songs were awarded 
the next batch of awards went to 
screenplays, both of which were 
presented by Angelina Jolie. The 
winner for best adapted screen 
play was The Descendants which 
earned its one and only award of 
the night. As was the original 
screenplay that was given to 
Woody Allen for "Midnight in 
Paris” 
other awards 


After a few 


being handed out for best docu- 
mentary, live short, and animated 
short it came down to the awards 
that everyone has been waiting 
for. Starting off with the award 
for best director being presented 
by Michael Douglas, he gave the 
award to Michel 
the director of The Artist. 

The Best Actor award was han- 
dled by Natalie Portman who gave 


Hazanavicius 


the award to Jean Dujardin for The 
Artist, who then thanked director 
Michel, his wife and cast. 

Colin Firth came out to give 
best leading 
actress. The winner was Meryl 
Streep for the Iron Lady. This 
made her third academy award, 
as well as breaking the record for 
most 


the award for 


having the nominations 
ever at 17. 

One thing she had to say 
was "When I heard my name | 
see half of America going 
But 


Now having her 


‘aww,’ not her again. 
whatever.” 
third award she is one away 


from tying up the amount of 


academy awards with 
Katharine Hepburn. 
The final award for best 


picture was presented by Tom 


Cruise. While there 
many great candidates for 
best picture, ultimately The 
Artist won. It was their fifth 
win for the night. With all the 
actors, the director, the pro- 
ducer and the dog coming 
onto the stage to take the 
award. Followed by thanking 
for such a presti- 
gious award. 

It was a grand night full 
of big laughs, grand events, 
and phenomenal actors. 

The 84th Academy Awards 
hosted by Billy Crystal was a 
great day for actors and view- 
Breaking a 
the process with 
Meryl Streep's nominations as 
well as Christopher 
Plummer's award at age 82, 
there was much excitement 
and shock for many people. 

On top of that both Hugo 
and The Artist came out with 
five awards for the night. 

It was a great year for 
film and cinematography and 
with a great list of many films 
to come already I'm already 
excited for next 
Academy Awards. 


were 


everyone 


ers alike. few 


records in 


years 
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The best scents to sniff 


There are many 
advantages to 
smelling great 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
News Editor 


While appearances may be 
deceiving, or at times, in the most 
extreme of cases, unrecognizable, 
scents are another form of evalua- 
tion society turns to when qualify- 
ing or deciding upon whether or 
not he or she will engage that per- 
son. 

Essentially, it's the difference 
between being approachable and 
intolerable, not only by your 
peers, but by your friends, family 
and coworkers. 

But at the same time, fitting in 
isn't exactly the solution. So then 
what is? 

Fragrances.... They are the 
contributing factor to your pres- 
ence as well as how others may 
perceive you. 

Whether it's buying perfumes 
from Macy's or investing in an 
effective, signature cologne, fra- 
grances will set you apart and ulti- 
mately make you stand out in a 
crowd. 

According to the average 
buyer, most people will either go 
by what smells good or by what 
sells most when purchasing a fra- 
grance.’ This is incorrect and high- 
ly unadvisable. Why? Because 
although we are an equal people 
with equal rights in a free nation, 
it does not mean we also happen to 
have identical physical features, 
personalities or lifestyles. Sense 
of smell is like food or clothing: it 
is entirely dependent upon one's 
own personal taste. However, it 


also important to keep in mind 
that the fragrance you choose is to 
your liking, or that of others. 
Otherwise, it is a futile effort, 
unless it is being bought as a gift 
for someone else. 


So ideally, when shopping for * 


a fragrance, you want to shop for 
one of the following conditions: 
weather, occasion or appeal. 

Weather is a strong factor 
when it comes to purchasing your 
fragrance. You don't want to be 
wearing a light summer fragrance 
during winter, or vice-versa, 
because it'll blow out your 
cologne, and you'll be left 
smelling as if you never wore it to 
begin with. 

Generally, for harsher condi- 
tions like winter or fall, you want 
to go with heavier, spicy fra- 
grances that'll cut through the 
wind or melt the snow. Some 
examples are Burbberry Brit's 
London, Dior's Fahrenheit or 
Banana Republic's Republic of 
Men. While you shop for the 
weather, you also want to be 
thinking about the occasion you 
will be buying it for. 

Will it be a fragrance that you 
can wear to work? 

Or is the fragrance better suit- 
ed for night time events like clubs, 
parties or even a date? 

Maybe you just want to shop 
for one fragrance that does it all, a 
signature fragrance that you can 
wear anywhere, anytime. 

Whether it's for a casual set- 
ting or a formal one, your signa- 
ture fragrance should be versatile 
so that it can make the smooth 
transition. 

Lastly, appeal is imperative 
because it will contribute to the 
likelihood of receiving a compli- 
ment. 


“You smell 
good,” or “What is 
that smell?” are 
common indicators 
that your 
cologne/perfume is 
working its magic, 
and that your pres- 
ence is_ clearly 
known. 

Plus, it pays to 
be the best smelling 
guy in class rather 
than worst, so make 
it a habit to distin- 
guish yourself as 


others will notice —=- : 
your efforts. AXE (is a unique all-over bodyspray that combines a 

“T had a friend ductive fragrance with effective dorant protection 
who had no game| 22 aUCtive fragrance with effective d orant protection to 
when it came to] keep you smelling great all day orall niqht Spray it all over 
girls, partially 


includin 


because he was shy. 
But when he wore 


vour chest, neck 


his cologne, and 1 Sorry guys, but over applying your Axe or anything else will not 
forget what it was attract a mate. Well, not a decent, classy one anyways. 


called, girls would 

just come up to him and ask or 
compliment him about his 
cologne. It's like he was a mag- 
net,” said Bennie Margarine, a 
full-time student at NECC. 

According to the fragrance 
guru's at GQ Magazine, one of the 
biggest mistakes novices make is 
over applying the stuff. This main- 
ly comes from those who have 
applied fragrances before, but that 
the body chemistry wasn't there or 
simply the fragrance did not last 
long enough. Fragrances are 
designed to let your presence be 
known. 

So, if you over apply it, you 
might as well break out the chlo- 
roform and call it day. Impress 
your friends, don't suffocate them. 
And if you're ever confused about 
how much cologne you should 


Finding time the 
for scholarships 


With a busy schedule, 
how does one find 
the time? : 


By Tat AZUR 
Correspondent 


Money Sense: 

How to Fit in Time to Apply for 
Scholarships 

Its 8:20, class begins at 
9:00 and the deadline for your 
scholarship is 5:00, do you skip 
class or finish and submit in hopes 
of obtaining the $5000.00 scholar- 
ship you so desperately need? This 
is a scenario all too familiar to 
. thousands of scholarship applicants 
each semester. Scholarship appli- 
cation can be time consuming and 
tedious; each requesting various 
pieces of personal information, 
records, transcripts, and the all too 
time consuming essay. How do 


you manage? 

Time management is key 
in the pursuit of free money. 
Though funding your education 
does not have to come out of your 
wallet, it will cost you a valuable 
commodity that science has yet to 
discover how to replenish. 
Scheduling time for applications is 
a balancing act many view as over- 
whelming and often keep many 
frozen at the starting line while 
others cruise across the finish. 
However, the act of balancing obli- 
gations is not as tricky as it may 
seem. 

First, gather information. 
Determine which scholarships you 
will apply for, their requirements, 
and deadlines. Next establish a 
schedule for yourself based on all 
of your needs/duties, including, 
class, study, work, even eating. By 
establishing a schedule for your 
daily activities you can better iden- 
tify free time you can set aside for 


scholarships (don't forget to 
include relaxation time, you're 
going to need it!). For example: 
Sunday : 
Breakfast 8-9 
Study 9-11 
Snack 11-11:30 
Grocery Shopping 12-1 
Cleaning 1:30-2:30 
Scholarship 2:30-3:30 
Free Time 3:30-5:30 
Dinner 5:30-6:30 
Family Time 6:30-7:30 
Prep 7:30-8 
Relaxation 8-10 
The purpose of a schedule is to 
set miniature goals leading the 
larger more time consuming ones. 
Create internal deadlines to allow 
for complications in obtaining 
information, editing essays, and 
various other road blocks; howev- 
er, it does not need to be built with 
military precision. There should be 
adjustment room for unexpected 
events. 


wear, just remember that a little 
goes a long way. 

Another issue is 
where to apply the fragrance. 
Many people find themselves 
applying it in areas that are the 
least effective and in no way pro- 
ducing results such as on clothing, 
your back or other areas. 

Furthermore, it is very impor- 
tant that you do not rub the 
applied area. 

Otherwise, the smell will dis- 
sipate. The best areas to apply the 
fragrance are in the areas of your 
body that produce the most heat, 
as this will multiply the power of 
the scent. 

Examples the neck, 
armpits and other such areas that 
produce a substantial amount of 
heat. 

Pulse points such as the neck 


common 


are 


or the wrists are also great for 
applying cologne. 

So the next time you find 
yourself sampling a fragrance or 
debating which one to buy, just 
remember the steps above and 
this: Fragrances are also like 
shoes. 

Don't wear them unless they fit 
you. And as far as body chemistry 
is concerned, there's no better way 
to experiment than to try on some 
fragrances. So go to Macy's, or 
your local fragrance store, and 


splash yourself with different 
scents until you find the one that 
suits you. 


And if you're the guy who 
“blind-bought” his fragrance out 
of despair or simple gullibility, 
have no shame. 

You are not alone. 


Student to present 


essay at conference 


One of 50 in the 
nation to become a 
finalist 


Jessica Gardner of Methuen, a 
student in Northern Essex 
Community College’s Radiologic 
Technology Program will attend 
the 2012 American Society of 
Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) 
Symposium and 
Annual Governance and House of 
Delegates meeting June 28 through 
July 1, in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Out of many radiologic tech- 
nology students across the country 
who submitted essays, Gardner’s 
was one of 50 accepted into this 
ASRT Student Leadership 
Development Program. She will 


Educational 


have the opportunity to learn from 
leaders in the radiologic sciences 
and find out about ASRT’s role in 
the profession. 

Gardner will attend education- 
al programming designed for stu- 
dents and will receive her own 
mentor during the symposium. In 


2011, NECC Radiologic 
Technology student Kerri-Anne 
Covey attended this Student 


Leadership Development Program 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. _ 

Both Gardner and Covey will 
graduate in May 2012. 
Recognition also goes to their 
Faculty Advisor and Clinical 
Coordinator, Professor Patricia 
Willett, RT (R)(CT), who encour- 
aged and supported their applica- 
tion process. 

Courtesy of NECC news. 
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Sports 


Enter ‘Parker’s House of Pain’ 


Continued from Page | 


As well as the weight room, the 
cardio room has 
machines, four treadmills, two ellip- 
tical trainers and one stair machine 
Student trainers are also available for 
instruction on the equipment and, for 
a small fee, can offer weekly person- 
al training sessions to students and 
employees. There is also a variety of 
group fitness available 
throughout the week that can accom- 
modate busy schedules. 

Now that we know about the 
resources available to us, what 
should we do next? First, you really 
need to develop a plan. Do you have 
an hour a day to devote your time and 
energy for you own well-being? Or, 
can you only spend a half hour four 
times a week? 

Are you the kind of person who 
enjoys group fitness classes? Or, do 
you prefer to work one-on-one with a 
personal trainer? Is there a friend 
who has similar goals as yours that 
you could train with? 

A training partner can help you 
stay motivated and keep your spirits 
up. Are you trying to lose weight? 
Remember, you did not gain weight 
overnight. It won't come off 
overnight, either. It takes time, so be 
patient. Make small changes in your 
eating habits, Drink more water, less 
sugary soda. Eat real food, not 
processed snacks. Skip the fast food 
and make a healthy dinner at home 


two rowing 


classes 


ze 


= 


Walk 
acclimate 


Slowly 
your 
body to training 
Many have } 
given up after 
overdoing it in 
the early stages 
exercise 
program. Don't 
be that guy or 
girl. Stick 
it, what have you 


of an 


with 


got to lose? 

Finally, how " 
do we get started } 
with our train- \ 
ing? "Learning \ 
to write effective . 
goals and objec- 


tives is a great 
way to stay on 


track in the face 
of waning moti- 
vation and com- 
peting interests," 
Parker 


goals 


said 
"Your 
should say specif- 
ically what you 
are going to do 


and your objec- Dennehey, NECC student does a leg lift. 


tives should say 
how you are going to accomplish 
them. A typical fitness goal would be, 
‘Lam going to lose twelve pounds in 
the next three months.’ 

“A great first objective for this 
goal would include something like 
making an appointment for a fitness 


NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


consultation at the Health and Fitness 
Center. Parker and his staff will help 
you write your other objectives 
These will be based on realistic expec- 
tations, measurable results, and of course, doing 
What you like to do." 

Now, check out these group fit- 
ness classes that are offered at the 


Hq college 
Professor 
Ethel Schuster 
leads Zumba 
every Wednesday 
moming from 
7:55 to 8:55 am 
Zumba is a Latin 
music themed aer- 
obic dance class 
guaranteed to get 
your body movy- 
ing, heart pump- 
ing and is sure to 
| put a 
your face to start 
the day. Mollie 
Coolbaugh and 
Renee _Parolisi 
teach the Cycle 
(Spin) classes at 
noon on Mondays 
and Wednesdays. 
Ths s a 46 
minute high mntensity 
carthovascullar work- 
out that really bums 
Bob Horan Photo the calones. Renee also 
has a Body in 


smile on 


The latest victim of the “Parker’s House of Pain”, Patrick patance class on 


Wednesdays from 
130untl 2:00 pm. 
This class is a combination of smooth 
fluid movement, stretching and yoga to 
increase flexibility, prevent muscle imbal- 
ances, mobility restrictions and injuries. 
If you are looking for a dynamic and 
physical workout, I personally recom- 
mend Professor Parker's Strength and 


Connecting 


you and your | future 


Finish your Bachelor's 
Degree at Rivier College 


| Rivier College 


Conditioning class that meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m. | 
never miss it. This class is probably the 
most beneficial thing that I do for myself 
all week. Patrick Dennehey and Mollie 
Coolbaugh assist Professor Parker and 
conduct the class when needed. I refer to 
this class as “Parker's House of Pain.” 
This is not for the beginner, nor 

the faint of heart. "Parker's House of 
Pain" is an intense, fast paced full 
body routine that will challenge even 
the hardiest workout warrior. 

Strength and Conditioning class 
regular Lola Soto said, “I 
They push you to do more than you 
would normally do and you get a 
really great workout in a short period 
of time.” NECC women's basketball 
player Nessa Ferretto said, “It is real- 
ly hard, but really fun and it's almost 
beach season, so it's worth it.” I could 
not have said it any better myself. 
Come join us. 


love it. 


So, as you can see, there is some- 
thing for everyone and a time that is 
convenient for you no matter what 
your busy schedule 

As an added benefit, Professor 
Parker rewards participants with a 
stylish NECC dry-fit jersey for work- 
ing out 25 or more times per semes- 
ter. Remember, summer will be here 
sooner than you think. 

Now is the time to get going 
Make that appointment at the Health 
and Fitness Center and start living 
your life more fully right now. 


More than 30 Undergraduate 
degree programs in: 


Education, Nursing, Psychology, 
Business Administration, and more 


Wwww.rivier.edu 


Register for 
classes today 
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Love, Lust and Relationships 


Why hello snoopy! 


By S.J.A 
Campus Life Editor 


Why, why, why do we do 
this? Women, | believe, are 
inherently snoops. So as if I 
hadn’t learned my lesson the 
first time, I had to go and look 
through my boyfriend’s phone 
again. 

And when | say again, L 
mean twice. 

This is not an ongoing 
issue, however, | know it is for 
many. 

I wonder if I would even do 
it, if it would even cross my 
mind, if he didn’t have a crazy 
ex-wife who still needs to be in 
his life. 

He has a three year old son 
with her so unfortunately, she’s 
not going anywhere anytime 
soon. I'd like to blame my rela- 
tionship insecurities on her, but 
that’s too easy. So why did I 
snoop? 

I’m pretty sure I’m not 
alone, in fact, I know I’m not. 
My best friend and his girl- 
friend go through each other’s 
phones all the time, looking 
through past text messages, 
emails, and call logs. They 
claim they have nothing to 
hide, and I’m sure they don’t, 


. 1 


The Fish 


er EX] 


-Convenient Transfer Process 


that’s why they offer up their 
phones willingly. 

Not that I hide my phone 
from my boyfriend, but I don’t 
think I’d take too well to him 
going through my private cell 
phone use. I, too, have nothing 
to hide, but there is some feel- 
ing of privacy invasion. 

So, I know you’re asking 
me, if I feel this way then why 
did I go though my boyfriend’s 
phone? I DON’T KNOW! 

Maybe because it was just 
sitting there and he was in the 
shower, and I knew he would- 
n’t catch me. But the sad part 
is, he didn’t have anything 
shocking or anything he was 
keeping from me. 

He had text messages from 
his mother, from his ex-wife 
and his best friend. 

Their content was all busi- 
ness, nothing sketchy or scan- 
dalous. 

His mother was asking 
what time he’d be up at her 
house later in the day, His ex 
was asking a question about 
vitamins their son takes, and 
his best friend was talking all 
things Nascar. 

So instead of relief, I feel 
horrible. 

I should be ‘trusting and 
secure enough in my relation- 


-Transfer Scholarships 


-Located in Downtown Boston 


-NAIA Division I] Athletics 


-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 
individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


Phone: 617-236-8818 
E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu 


FISHER COLLEGE 


118 Beacon Street, Boston MA 02116 


ship that the idea of snooping 
around his private business 
doesn’t even cross my mind. I 
do trust him, and my relation- 
ship is the best I’ve ever been 
in. 

So, like an idiot, I cannot 
formulate a cohesive response 
to why I chose to act in such a 
way. 

I will say, however, I do not 
agree with or promote my 
actions. I’m pledging to stop 
and I advise all of you to do so 
as well. 

It’s just not healthy. 

People chose to commit to 
one another and have a rela- 
tionship that is stable and 
strong. 

Stalking, snooping, delet- 
ing, and the like are not ways 
to ensure such a bond. 

We all need to grow up and 
stop letting our access to tech- 
nology run our lives. 

Trust the one you love and 
if you must snoop, dedicate a 
half hour a week to Facebook 
stalking old high school class- 
mates. 

It’s much healthier, won’t 
ruin your relationship, and will 
give you something to discuss 
over cocktails with your girl- 
friends. 


www.fisher.edu 


Today's Birthday (02/29/12) - Use your dreams to push you into unexplored ter- 
ritory. What's calling you (for the next four years)? Your network provides a solid 
anchor, but diligence and dedication take you wherever you can imagine. Craft a budg- 
et. Get inventive. 

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most chal- 
lenging. 

Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is an 8 - Review your notes, and fill in the 
blanks. Do the research for any missing answers. Get outside to clear your head, and 
take time for yourself. Make leap year wishes. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 7 - Authorities may need persuasion, so 
articulate the benefits of your plan. Changes could seem abrupt to others. Confer with 
dreamers, and prepare for later launch. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 9 - You surprise everyone. Help a partner 
stand up to critics. Don't ignore facts; present your insights. Accept advice from some- 
one who's blazed that trail. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 5 - Your nurturing helps with any anxiety 
today. An invention from afar brings income. Include futuristic design. Envision the 
road ahead. A quiet evening relaxes. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 7 - Enjoy this extra day! Avoid arguments (even 
if you think you'll win). Stop for a minute, close your eyes and listen to silence. Be 
patient with a loved one. Go for peace. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 8 - Get ahead in your career by accessing 
your ambition. There's no need to travel; let your fingers do the walking. Email the peo- 
ple you most want to work with. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is an 8 - The adventure's just beginning. You end 
up with something different than you expected. What will you discover? Flexibility and 
patience are key. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is an 8 - Obligations may force a delay. Stay 
in communication, and keep track of the details. Don't overspend, and postpone social- 
izing. You can handle it. Rest up after. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 9 - Your partner helps you traverse the 
difficult parts of the day, when you're most likely to make a silly mistake or feel inse- 
cure. All you really need is love. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is a 7 - Press the pedal down to make things 
happen. Keep your hands on the wheel, but not too tightly. Look into the distance for 
upcoming obstacles. Zoom on by. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is an 8 - Build a solid foundation of trust. 
Raise walls of inspiration, and add a friendship roof to protect from bad weather. It 
doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 7 - Your loved ones believe in you more 
than you do. Trust them. They're probably right this time. Stay patient and thrifty. Eat 
well, rest up and go outside. 


These horoscopes were brought to you by MCTCampus.com 


WHY TRANSFER TO 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 2'% hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is a 


student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences, 
nursing and communications. 
And we're committed to using 
the credits you've already earned. 
Visit www.quinnipiac.edu to 

see why Quinnipiac is your next 
step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


TRANSFER 
SESSION 
DATES 


March 8, 15 & 22 
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Comics 


THANKS FOR LETTING ME BORROW THE FIRST D ae 
HUNGER GAMES BOOK, LILY, 1’M GOING TO WHAT DO YOU MEAN you DON'T 


READ THE FIRST FEW CHAPTERS TONIGHT OWN THE SEQUEL YET! P J 
AND SEE WHAT ALL THE FUSS 1s ABOUT. tC rms 


T1T'S TIME TO START 
GETTING SERIOUS ABOUT 
THE OCCUPY MOVEMENT, 


THE ONE PERCENT OF 
FOODS THAT HAPPEN TO 
COLD & DAIRY-BASED? 


I WIte START “OjwuPY 
THE GAS STATION DAIRY 
FRIDGE” AND PROTEST 

FAGE TO FACE WITH 
THE ONE PERCENT ! 


NO, THE 1°/o. THE BIG 
GALLON. THEY'VE BEEN 
QVERCHARGING US 


FOR YEARS. 
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THE SAMUKA\ OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group 


(VE ALWAYS BEEN A\\) 
FASCINATED BY FAILURE! 


